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Kiyo and Laura lived just a 
block away from Kāhala Nui 
on Makaikoa Street when 
friends informed them of 
Kāhala Nui. They moved in 
and just celebrated their 5th 
anniversary of superb, par 
excellence living.

Kiyo was born in Lahaina, 
Maui and grew up on 
O‘ahu on K ı̄ lauea Avenue 
when it was a chicken farm 
community. Laura grew up 
in Pālolo Valley. They met 
at church and after being 
in the Army and living in 
New York, California and 
Germany they returned to 
their old stomping grounds.

Kiyo was in the first 
graduating class at Hawaii 
Baptist Academy and 
received his BA from Baylor 
University. Additionally, 
he received three Masters 
Degrees from Southwestern 
Theological Seminary, 
Princeton Theology 
Seminary and Long Island 
University. He served for 20 
years as U.S. Army Chaplain, 
a year as a combat chaplain 
in Vietnam and a year at 

the DMZ in Korea, and was 
the first Coordinator of 
Pastoral Services at Kuakini 
Medical Center. His self-
published autobiography is 
“A Chaplain’s Pilgrimage”.

Laura received her BFA in 
Design from the University 
of Hawai‘i at Mānoa and 
retired as a civil, structural 
engineering drafting tech 
from Hawaiian Electric Co.  
She is a seamstress and 
artist who studied the Old 
Masters’ Technique while in 
Stuttgart, Germany. Laura’s 
work was displayed in 
California and is treasured 
in homes throughout the U.S. 

Besides sewing, Laura 
enjoys mahjong, karaoke, 
fitness center exercise and 
K-Dramas. Kiyo enjoys 
reading, doing Luk Tung 
Kuen and Tai Chi exercises 
with Laura, teaching adult 
Sunday School, karaoke 
and ministering to bereaved 
families.

The Life Enrichment 
activities at Kāhala Nui are 
beyond compare, with a 
variety of exercise classes, 
lectures, and entertainment. 
Kiyo and Laura feel truly 
blessed and grateful for 
their residency and the many 
friends they’ve made and 
cherish here at Kāhala Nui. 

 R E S I D E N T  P R O F I L E

Kiyo & Laura Itokazu

“Nothing is pleasanter than enjoying a library.” 
– WALTER SAVAGE LANDON (ENGLISH WRITER AND POET) –

Live Well at Iwilei, Kāhala Nui’s Senior 
Wellness Center, recognized Carol 
Hayashida for her generous donations and 
services to Live Well. Carol lives at Kāhala 
Nui and volunteers by assisting with food 
prep and service two days each week. 
She began volunteering in 2015 when it 
opened. Pat Duarte and Wendy Wong were 
in attendance at the May Day program 
where Carol’s service was recognized.

Volunteer Recognition

Construction progress of the Kitchen and Dining 
Expansion is moving along smoothly and according to 
schedule. Some of the larger jobs, such as installing 
the new grease interceptor at the loading dock and new 
main water connection are completed as well as the new 
walk-in refrigerator. A substantial amount of the new 
kitchen equipment has begun to arrive on island. We are 
targeting to have Phase 1 of the expansion completed 
by the end of August, which will make way for the long-
awaited renovation of the 16-year-old kitchen!

Kitchen Expansion Progress

C O R N E R
Award

Volunteers & Associates at Live Well

Current working areas are overcrowded
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There was a lot of happy anticipation during 
May and June because we began post-COVID 
reopening activities. Painting with Mark Brown 
started and is a pleasure (and a test of bravery 
for some of us), Chorus singing with Blossom 
Lam-Hoffman began with limited seating; the 
popular Art Craft classes began in person again 
by Sally Pestana and Stephanie Vlachos; Ukulele 
strumming class with Vicky Hollinger or Ukulele 
Picking class with Steven Hirahira both filled 
completely; Hula dance with Leilani Kahoano 
drew a full attendance also. And…we went to 
the movies without a reservation! In addition, 
we had excursions to choose from that took us 
to the Tantalus lookout, Byodo-In Temple in 
Kane‘ohe, Makapu‘u lookout, and viewing of the 
Pow!Wow! building wall art in Kaka‘ako.

The “Friday Men’s Club” finally could meet for 
wine and snacks without masks (see below).

Craft Class

Arts, Culture & Entertainment

Music at the Pool continued in May with a Cinco 
de Mayo celebration featuring the music of the 
Mariachi Loco Band and margaritas. Chips and 
salsa too! The soft breezes blowing the palm 
trees against a blue sky is something we never 
tire of and always appreciate.

& Margaritas

for Re-Opening 
Activities

Hana Gabrielson  
Hana (pronounced like Hana, Maui) was a teacher for 33 years at Kuhio 
Elementary School. She taught kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades and has 
the sweet disposition and smile of the ideal teacher of children. Her favorite 
hobby is traveling and she has visited all seven continent s— North to South 
and East to West. Upon moving into Kāhala Nui, she had the remarkable 
experience of meeting a fellow resident who was the mother of one of her 
most outstanding students…50 years ago!

Thomas & Barbara Nomura 
Tom graduated from Leilehua High School where he taught his entire career 
and also coached football and baseball. He served in the Army and was 
stationed in Georgia and Seoul, Korea. After retirement, he worked 18 years 
at Waikele Country Club. Barbara grew up on the Kahuku Sugar Plantation. 
She was a counselor at Leilehua High School where she met Tom. When 
the Class of ‘72 graduated, she joined the counseling staff at Kapi‘olani 
Community College. They feel privileged to be part of the Kāhala Nui ‘ohana 
where a warm welcome was felt from residents and associates. They are 
slowly assimilating into the Kāhala Nui lifestyle with classes and activities 
while “spreading the word” to family and friends.

Anthony & Marilyn Picard 
Tony and Marilyn each arrived in Hawai‘i at different times—Marilyn in 
1972 from Dayton, Ohio and Tony in 1967 from the Philadelphia area. Neither 
of them expected to spend the rest of their lives here. They married in 1972, 
and lived for 32 years in a home on the beach in Hale‘iwa, then moved into 
the Kāhala area where they have lived for the last 17 years. Tony retired from 
the University of Hawai‘i in 2000 where he taught teachers how to teach math. 
Marilyn taught math at St. Francis High School for 20 years. They are happy 
to be retired and living at Kāhala Nui.
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